
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

2nd Sunday in Advent 
    December 10, 2017  Holy Trinity Parish, 211 4th St. N, PO Box 275, Goodhue, MN 55027,  

Office/Emergency Phone:  (651) 923-4472   Email:  holytrinitygoodhue@gmail.com 
Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Randal Kasel - pastorholytrinitygoodhue@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar:  Fr. Joseph Zabinski – frzabinski@bevcomm.net 
Mission:  To grow closer to Christ and lead others to Him, striving to become saints.   Website: www.holytrinitygoodhue.org       

Office Hours: Mon 9am–2pm at Holy Trinity.  
Parish building use request:  Call the office.   
Confession:  Sat. 5:00pm at Holy Trinity, Sun. 
8:15am at St. Mary, Sun. 10:15am at St 
Columbkill, or by appointment.  
Baptism:  Contact the office at least 3 months 
before the birth to attend a class and set a date.  
First Penance/Eucharist: Register for 2nd grade 
Faith Formation classes.     
Confirmation:  Register for 9th and 10th grade 
Faith Formation classes.     

Marriage:  Contact the office at least six months before the planned wedding date. 
Funerals:  Contact the office. 
Pastoral Care of the Sick:  If you move to a nursing home/care facility, would like a priest to visit, or are unable to attend 
Mass and would like communion at home, contact the office.    
Anointing of the Sick:  Contact the office especially if serious or near death.   
Mass Intentions: mail to the office or place in collection. ($7/Mass suggested) Please indicate preferred date(s).  
Bulletin Items: Email to holytrinitygoodhue@gmail.com by Wednesday.  The business office reserves the right to edit 
articles as time and space allows. 
If interested in becoming a member (welcome!) or becoming a Catholic (congratulations!), contact the office.  

 
Please pray for the sick of our community:  Please pray for Marie Lexvold, Vaughn Bien, Marcy Dilworth, Steve 
Matthees, Ray and Ruth Gadient, Peg Edel, Susan Brown, Laurie Mandelkow, Ann Heppelmann, Margaret Wagner, 
Francis McNamara, Maxine Ryan, Chuck and Dorothy McNamara, Mary and Bob Heppelmann, and Marge and Ed 
Heppelmann, Greg Hovel, Brenda McNamara, and John and Bonnie Steffenhagen.  

 
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Mon. 8:00AM SM Dec. 11 +Ted McPhail 
Tues.   Dec. 12  
Wed. 8:00AM HT Dec. 13 +Mass for those in Red Book 
Thurs.   Dec. 14  
Fri.   Dec. 15  
Sat. 5:30PM HT Dec. 16 + Trudy Zorn 

Sun. 8:45AM SM Dec. 17 + Verdelma Strauss 
10:30AM SC Parishioners 

Calendar/Events 
12/10 SM 9:45am Priest Appreciation 
12/10 SC 10:00am Pre-K Advent Sunday School 
12/11 Mazeppa 8:00pm KC Meeting 
12/16 HT 4:45-5:15 Individual Confessions Heard 
12/17 SC 11:30am Christmas Program 
12/17 SP 5:00pm 11th & 12th Grade Outing 
    
    

    

Faith Formation  
Dec. 13: Holy Trinity  St. Mary 

Gr. 1-6:   2:15-3:15pm  Gr. 1-6: 4-5pm          
Gr. 7-10:  7:30-8:30pm Gr. 7-8: 7:30-8:30pm        

Dec. 20: Holy Trinity   St. Mary 
                  Gr. 1-6:   2:15-3:15pm  Gr. 1-6: 4-5pm                  
 Gr. 7-10:  7:30-8:30pm  Gr. 7-8: 7:30-8:30pm 

Gr. 11-12: Meet at 7:30pm at St. Mary 
 

Behold the Lamb of God!   
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be 

held every Wednesday at Holy Trinity 
beginning at 9:00am and closing with 

Benediction at 2:00pm.   
Come and spend some time with Jesus!   
Please call the office for information.   

St. Mary Church (SM) 
Collection: $ 1,080.00 

St. Columbkill Church (SC) 
Collection: $ 840.00 

Holy Trinity Church (HT) 
Collection: $ 700.00 

221 Chester  
Avenue 
Bellechester 
MN 55027 
Ph: (651) 
923-4305 
 

36483 Co. 
47 Blvd 
Goodhue 
MN 55027 
Ph: (651) 
258-4307 

211 4th St. 
North 
Goodhue
MN 55027 
Ph (651) 
923-4472 

Advent Confession Opportunities!  There are various opportunities for confession this Advent Season! The times 
are: on Saturday, Dec 16, 4:45-5:15pm at HT; on Monday, Dec 18 from 7:30-9:00 at SC; on Tues, Dec 19 from 7:30-
9pm at SM; and on Sat, Dec 23 4:45-5:15pm at HT.  Come and experience God’s merciful love! 
Priest Appreciation! St Marys' will celebrate Priest Appreciation on Sunday December 10th after Mass, please join 
us for cake and refreshments.   
Pre-K Advent Sunday School:  Come join us in December for a Pre-school study of Advent!  We’ll talk about the 
birth of Jesus and the events of that blessed night!  Children ages 2-5 and their parents are invited to come to the 
fellowship hall at St. Columbkill from 10:00 am until 10:25am Dec 10 and 17 for story time and a craft. 
Youth Group Outing- Come on out to cookie decorating and caroling at the Zumbrota Care Center! It will begin at 
5pm at St. Paul’s with the cookie decorating.  We will go from there to the Zumbrota Care Center to carol starting at 
6pm. Hope you can join us! 
KC Meeting- The Next KC meeting will be on Monday, Dec. 11th at 8pm in Mazeppa. 
St. Mary’s Sharing Tree- A Sharing Tree for Goodhue County families in need is in back of St. Mary’s Church.  If you 
wish to help, please take tags and return unwrapped gifts with tag attached by Sunday December 10.  Thank you.  Gayle 
Strauss  - 923-4826. 
Giving Trees:  SC & HT CCW’s will again sponsor an Advent Gift Card Project to benefit Goodhue County Social 
Services.  Trees with gift card ‘ornaments’ are in both churches through Christmas weekend.  Thank you! 
Faith Formation Christmas Program:  It’s that time of year for us to plan this year’s Church Christmas Program.  
Please make an effort to reserve Sunday, December 17th, at 11:30 immediately following the Mass at St. Columbkill 
for this special event.  Traditional Christmas songs will be assigned to each grade along with the Christmas story.  
There will be a light lunch right after the program.  Thanks for your cooperation and may God bless you.  Direct any 
questions to Shannon Dicke (301-5948) or Diane Ryan (380-1385). 
Tuesday Prayer Group:  A prayer group for our parish is currently meeting on Tuesday afternoons at 4:00pm at 
Holy Trinity Church.  All are welcome to come to pray together. 
Holy Hour and Social for Men:  December 10th at 7:00pm at Church of St. Michael in Pine Island. Fr Kasel will 
give a talk on the topic: Catholic Apologetics -Sola Scriptura “What’s wrong with that?”. All men are invited! 
Advent Play:  The Church of St. Pius V in Cannon Falls has invited an Emmy Award Winning Actor, Frank Runyeon, to do 
a comedic play that is fun for all ages! Saturday, December 16th at 7pm. The play is called The 3 1/2 Stories 
of Christmas.  Children and adults will be delighted as all the parts of the Christmas story are tied together for the first 
time: from the light of Creation ... to the manger in Bethlehem ...from the story of Saint Nicholas… to the secret 
of the Christmas Angel himself! The play is about 85 minutes - with no intermission. There will be refreshments after and 
Frank will pose for photos and sign autographs. ALL ARE WELCOME! Ticket pricing is as follows: Adult (age 12 and up) 
general seating - $15 each; Adult (age 12 and up) reserved seating - $25 each (very limited); Children (age 2 to 11) - $3 
each; Children under 2 years of age are free on an adults lap; Children (age 2 to 11) reserved seating - $5 each. (This is a 
youth ministry fundraiser.) 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Dan Majerus who passed away November 29 in Lincoln, Nebraska. “Eternal rest 
grant unto him, O Lord; and let perpetual light shine upon him.   May he rest in peace. Amen.  May his soul and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen.” 
Thank you!  Many thanks for your donations to the second collection last weekend for retired religious.  The collection 
amounts were $260.00 at Holy Trinity, $162.00 at St. Columbkill, and $272.26 at St. Mary.

 
Advent Retreat Opportunity!  Prepare your heart and mind for Christmas with a Silent Retreat at the Pacem in Terris 
Hermitage Retreat Center.  Experience an individual hermitage nestled within the beauty of a natural, wooded setting.  Call 
for Reservations: 763-444-6408, www.paceminterris.org, 26399 Hwy. 47 NW, Isanti, MN 55040 
 

Scripture Quote:  “A voice cries out: In 
the desert prepare the way of the LORD! 
Make straight in the wasteland a highway 
for our God! Every valley shall be filled in, 
every mountain and hill shall be made 
low; the rugged land shall be made a plain, 
the rough country, a broad valley. Then 
the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it together; for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

- Is. 40:3-5 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 
Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26  
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39- 47  
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 
11:28-30  
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-
15  
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19  
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 
18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13  
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54; 1 
Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
PAPAL PRAYER INTENTIONS – December: 
The Elderly:  That the elderly, sustained by families 
and Christian communities, may apply their wisdom 
and experience to spreading the faith and forming 
the new generations. 

  
 
Praised be Jesus Christ through Mary! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 

This coming Tuesday, December 12, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe!  The history of our 
Blessed Mother’s appearance to St. Juan Diego is beautiful and can inspire us.  Here is an account of the apparitions: 
“The following account of the five apparitions in three days is based on the oldest written record of the miracle of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, the Nican Mopohua, written in Náhuatl about 1540 by Don Antonio Valeriano, one of the first Aztec Indians 
educated by the Franciscans at the Bishop's Colégio de la Santa Cruz. An illustration of the apparition event with the 
signatures of Don Antonio Valeriano and his teacher Father Bernardino de Sahagún with the date 1548 was recently 
uncovered in a private collection in 1995, now referred to as the Codex 1548. The Codex 1548 has been scientifically 
determined to be genuine, and substantiates the historical basis of the apparition of Guadalupe. 
The Jesuit Father Miguel Sanchez published the first Spanish work on Guadalupe, Imagen de la Virgen Maria Madre de 
Dios de Guadalupe in 1648. Brother Luis Lasso de la Vega published in Náhuatl the Nican Mopohua; the Nican 
Motecpana, an account of fourteen miracles of Our Lady; and other documents in a collection known as Huey 
Tlamahuizoltica in 1649. The theologian Luis Becerra Tanco published his work on the tradition of Guadalupe in 1675. 
Finally, the Jesuit professor of theology Francisco de Florencia produced his account of the apparition in 1688. These four 
writers have been important in the preservation of the tradition of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
The history of the event is of prime importance. The precipitous conversion of over 8 million Aztec Indians to Catholicism 
in seven years is highly indicative of the miracle of Guadalupe. Dr Alan Schreck of Franciscan University has pointed out 
that great historical movements do not result from non-events. 
The Miracle of Tepeyac: Cuauhtlatoatzin, which means "the one who speaks like an eagle," was born in 1474. He married 
a girl named Malintzin, and they lived with an uncle near Lake Texcoco. The three were among the few to be baptized in 
the early days, most likely by Father Toribio in 1525, and given the names Juan Diego and Maria Lucia, and the uncle Juan 
Bernardino. Maria Lucia was childless, and died a premature death in 1529.  
Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin was a widower at age 55, and turned his life to God. It was his custom to attend Mass and 
catechism lessons at the Church in Tlatelolco. At daybreak, on Saturday, December 9, 1531, Juan Diego began his journey 
to Church. As he passed a hill named Tepeyac, on which once stood a temple to the Aztec mother god Tonantzin, he heard 
songbirds burst into harmony. Music and songbirds presaged something divine for the Aztec. The music stopped as 
suddenly as it had begun. A beautiful girl with tan complexion and bathed in the golden beams of the sun called him by 
name in Náhuatl, his native language, "Juan Diego!" The young woman said: 
"Dear little son, I love you. I want you to know who I am. I am the Virgin Mary, Mother of the one true God, of Him who 
gives life. He is Lord and Creator of Heaven and of earth. I desire that there be built a temple at this place where I want to 
manifest Him, make Him known,  give Him to all people through my love, my compassion, my help, and my protection. I 
truly am your merciful Mother, your Mother and the Mother of all who dwell in this land, and of all mankind, of all those 
who love me, of those who cry to me, and of those who seek and place their trust in me. Here I shall listen to their weeping 
and their sorrows. I shall take them all to my heart, and I shall cure their many sufferings, afflictions, and sorrows.  So run 
now to Tenochtitlan and tell the Lord Bishop all that you have seen and heard." 
Juan Diego went to the palace of the Franciscan Bishop Juan de Zumárraga, and after rude treatment by the servants, was 
granted an audience with the Bishop. The Bishop was cordial but hesitant on the first visit and said that he would consider 
the request of the Lady and politely invited Juan Diego to come visit again.  Dismayed, Juan returned to the hill and found 
Mary waiting for him (second apparition). He asked her to send someone more suitable to deliver her message "for I am a 
nobody."   
She said on this second visit, "Listen, little son. There are many I could send. But you are the one I have chosen for this 
task. So, tomorrow morning, go back to the Bishop. Tell him it is the ever holy Virgin Mary, Mother of God who sends you, 
and repeat to him my great desire for a church in this place."  
So, Sunday morning, December 10, Juan Diego called again on the Bishop for the second time. Again with much difficulty, 
he was finally granted an audience. The Bishop was surprised to see him and told him to ask for a sign from the Lady.  
Juan Diego reported this to the Virgin (third apparition), and she told him to return the following morning for the sign. 
However, when Juan Diego returned home he found his uncle Juan Bernardino gravely ill. Instead of going back to 
Tepeyac, he stayed home with his dying uncle on Monday.  
Juan Diego woke up early Tuesday morning, December 12th, 1531 to bring a priest from the Church of Santiago at 
Tlatelolco, so that his uncle might receive the last blessing. Juan had to pass Tepeyac hill to get to the priest. Instead of the 

usual route by the west side of the hill, he went around the east side to 
avoid the Lady. Guess who descended the hill on the east side to intercept 
his route!  
The Virgin said, "Least of my sons, what is the matter?"  
Juan was embarrassed by her presence (fourth apparition). "My Lady, 
why are you up so early? Are you well? Forgive me. My uncle is dying 
and desires me to find a priest for the Sacraments. It was no empty 
promise I made to you yesterday morning. But my uncle fell ill."  
Mary said, "My little son. Do not be distressed and afraid.  Am I not here 
who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow and protection? Am 
I not the fountain of your joy? Are you not in the fold of my mantle, in the 
cradle of my arms? Your uncle will not die at this time. This very moment 
his health is restored. There is no reason now for your errand, so you can 
peacefully attend to mine. Go up to the top of the hill; cut the flowers that 
are growing there and bring them to me."  
Flowers in December? Impossible, thought Juan Diego. But he was 
obedient, and sure enough found beautiful Castilian roses on the hilltop. 
As he cut them, he decided the best way to protect them against the cold was to cradle them in his tilma - a long, cloth cape 
worn by the Aztecs, and often looped up as a carryall. He ran back to Mary and she rearranged the roses and tied the lower 
corners of the tilma behind his neck so that nothing would spill, and said, "You see, little son, this is the sign I am sending 
to the Bishop. Tell him that now he has his sign, he should build the temple I desire in this place. Do not let anyone but him 
see what you are carrying. Hold both sides until you are in his presence and tell him how I intercepted you on your way to 
fetch a priest to give the Last Sacraments to your uncle, how I assured you he was perfectly healed and sent you up to cut 
these roses, and myself arranged them like this. Remember, little son, that you are my trusted ambassador, and this time the 
Bishop will believe all that you tell him." This fourth apparition was the last known time Juan Diego ever saw the Virgin 
Mary.  
Juan called for the third time on the Bishop and explained all that had passed. Then Juan put up both hands and untied the 
corners of crude cloth behind his neck. The looped-up fold of the tilma fell; the flowers he thought were the precious sign 
tumbled out on the floor.  
The Bishop rose from his chair and fell on his knees in adoration before the tilma, as well as everyone else in the room. For 
on the tilma was the image of the Blessed Virgin Mary just as described by Juan Diego.  Meanwhile, in the course of these 
events, Juan Bernardino, the dying uncle, suddenly found his room filled with a soft light. A luminous young woman filled 
with love was standing there and told him he would get well. During this fifth apparition, she told him that she had sent his 
nephew, Juan Diego, to the Bishop with an image of herself and said, "Call me and my image the ever Virgin Saint Mary of 
Guadalupe." 
The Impact:  The news of the appearance of the Indian mother who left her imprint on the tilma spread like wildfire! 
Three points were appreciated by the native population. First, the lady was Indian, spoke Náhuatl, the Aztec language, and 
appeared to an Indian, not a Spaniard! Second, Juan Diego explained that she appeared at Tepeyac, the place of Tonantzin, 
the mother god, sending a clear message that the Virgin Mary was the mother of the true God, and that the Christian 
religion was to replace the Aztec religion. And third, the Indians, who learned through pictures and symbols in their culture 
of the image, grasped the meaning of the tilma, which revealed the beautiful message of Christianity: the true God 
sacrificed himself for mankind, instead of the horrendous life they had endured sacrificing humans to appease the frightful 
gods! It is no wonder that over the next seven years, from 1531 to 1538, eight million natives of Mexico converted to 
Catholicism!”  (www.maryourmother.net) 
Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Joseph and our patron, and St. Columbkill, may God bless you, 
your families and our parish!  In Christ through Mary,  Fr. Kasel 

 
Community Pride Project- The Goodhue Gesundheits 4-H Club is undertaking a large Community Pride Project—making Fidget 
Blankets for Alzheimer and Dementia patients.  These blankets help keep these patients minds and bodies active.  We need your 
help!  If you have any of the following items to donate, please put them in the box in your church’s entry.  Items:  overall 
buckles, buttons, shoe laces, chunky plastic necklaces, neck ties, small stuffed animals that could fit in back pockets of pants, 
satin fabric, velour fabric, Velcro, shirt fronts with buttons or snaps, ribbon, fur type fabric, hair bands, plastic or wooden beads, 
buckles, sew-on snaps, polar fleece fabric, etc.  Items must be washable.  Questions?  Contact Shelly Strusz at 923-4079. 

From Father Kasel  
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